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attacked from behind. From many observations on the
cadaver he showed how this could be done by means of a
vertical incision at the outer border of the left rectus, begin-
ning at the twelfth rib. The posterior surface of the kidney
and the renal vessels were easily defined, and the cyst could
be easily reached by the exploring finger working inwards
and slightly upwards from these vessels. In old-standing
cases the cyst might even extend lower than these vessels,
and could be opened below them. He anticipated that
this method would be followed by much more speedy cure.
Dr. JosEPH BELL made some remarks on his experience of

pancreatic cysts.
ALCOHOLISM AND ITS EFFECTS.

Dr. LOCKHART GILLESPIE read a paper entitled "Statistics
concerning the Patients admitted into the Royal Infirmary
suffering from Alcoholism and its Effects during the last Five
Years." During that period 1,264 patients had been admitted
(only those were reckoned who were suffering from alcohol
and its immediate effects), 935 males and 329 females. In this
number there had been 44 deaths, 38 males (4 per cent.), and
6 females (1.8 per cent.). As to monthly admissions these
were most in January; there was a slight rise in April, a great
rise in July and August, and a fall from that time till the lowest
number was reached in November. There was an excess in
summer, more especially in female admissions. A graphic
chart of the above facts closely corresponded to a similar
chart of the deaths in the eight principal towns of Scotland
for the same period. As to occupation: males, 461 labourers,
of which 271 were outdoor labourers and 190 indoor. The out-
door workers drank most in summer, the indoor most in
winter. One hundred and nineteen shopkeepers, who
appeared to drink most in summer. Professional classes, 108.
These drank most in summer, and were more prone to
mental disturbances other than delirium tremens. Liquor
trade, 84, with 32.7 of delirium tremens, but only 2 of neuritis.
Cabmen, 68, in which class drinking apparently varies with
wet weather. As to females, 169 were housewives and 28 per
cent. were surgical cases. Fifty-four charwomen, with 44 per
cent. of surgical cases. These were the most pugnacious of
any. There were iOi cases of neuritis, chiefly insummer, and
none in the five Novembers of the period covered. One
hundred and seventy-nine cases of delirium tremens, with
excess in July. Dr. Gillespie's inference from these facts was
that drinking varied with the holidays.

DERMATOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRE-
LAND.-At a meeting on June 26th, Dr. PYE-SMITE, F.R.S.,
President, in the chair, Dr. SHEPHBRD TAYLORZ showed a
flypertrophied Nail removed by Dr. Collier, of Yarmouth,
from a woman's thumb. It was about 3 inches in length, and
nearly straight. It had been growing for eleven years, and
had originated after an accident.-Dr. EDDOWES showed a
woman with considerable Hypertrophy of the Nails of both
Great Toes. They were curved like a ram's horn, and had not
been cut for the last twenty-five years. He suggested
cauterisation of the nail bed. The PRESIDENT said Dr.
Shepherd's specimen was the longest nail which he had seen,
and compared it to a specimen in Guy's Museum of a seba-
ceous horn of the neck. He considered that the origin of
the trouble in the toe was an affection of the matrix. Mr.
BIDWBLL suggested that Dr. Eddowes's case would be best
treated by the removal of the whole matrix; the edges of the
wound being afterwards brought together with sutures.-Dr.
EDDOWEs also showed a case of Angiokeratosis which had
affected the outer side of the right leg. Above this were
several varicose veins; others had existed beneath the patch
of keratosis, but had since become obliterated. The skin at
first was exceedingly rough, but had improved under treat-
ment with iodine and creolin, followed by the application of
an Unna's gelatine dressing, which was worn for twelve
weeks.-Mr. BIDWELL showed a man, aged 74, suffering from
a Rodent Ulcer on the outer side of the Thigh. A portion
had been removed for microscopic examination, and Dr.
Abraham had pronounced the growth to be typical of rodent
ulcer. Dr. CROCKER suggested that the appearances were
rather those of a slow-growing epithelioma. Dr. ABRAHAM
insisted that the sections showed typical rodent cancer, and
that the appearance of the ulcer was almost unmistakable.-

Dr. STOWERS showed a young woman suffering from an Affee-
tion of the Nails. The matrix receded from the nail, and the
nail itself grew up curved and brittle. It was similar to the
condition seen in eczema and psoriasis, but there was nob
evidence of either disease. The patient had recently suffered
from severe mental and bodily strain. The PRESIDEN?
remarked that in many of these cases the disease depended
upon general depression in health, and that it was more
common in old than in young people. Dr. CROCKEB con-
sidered that arsenic benefited most of these cases; he men-
tioned one in which a similar condition of the
nails indicated when a patient was overworked, and
after taking a holiday the condition of the nails im-
proved. He considered the disease was more allied to
eczema than to psoriasis.-Dr. ABRAHAM showed a case of
Bromide Rash in a young woman, aged 26, who had been
taking bromide on and off for thirteen years. The eruption
had started in the scar of a bite by another woman.-Dr.
ABRAHAM also showed (for Mr. TAY) a case of Prarigo in a&
young woman, aged 23 years. It had existed for four or five
years as an eruption of large papules, which were very irri-
tating. The condition was not like Hebra's prurigo. Dr.
CROCKEB objected to the term " prurigo," and considered that
the case should be called urticaria, with persistent nodules.
He suspected that wheals would be found if the patient were
watched.-Dr. ABRArAM also showed a case of Lupus Verra-
cosus affecting the Hand. In one of these the disease was
now symmetrical, the patch on the right hand having ap-
peared over thirty years after that on the left hand. At first
sight the condition rather suggested syphilis, but the history
was against this view.

REVIEWS,
MATERIA MEDICA, PHARMACOLOGY, AND THERAPEUTICS:
INORGANIC SUBSTANCES. By C. D. P. PHILLIPS, M.D.,
LL.D., F.R.S.Edin. Second Edition. London: J. and A.
Churchill. 1894. (Demy 8vo, pp. 912. 21s.)

THE present work is the second edition of one published
unider the same title in 1882, hut the original has been out of
print for several years. It is hardly a matter for surprike
that in writing on a subject which has during the last decade
made such great strides Dr. PHILIPs has found it necessary
to make many alterations and additions. This has been, in
his opinion, particularly necessary in the sections devoted tob
oxygen, nitrous oxide, the mineral waters, certain metallic
agents and their compounds, and the more recently intro-
duced substances, such as iodoform and similar compounds.
By a reduction of the size of the type employed, such addi-
tions have been made without any material increase in the
bulk of the volume.
The system of classification adopted seems at first sighti

somewhat perplexing, and it is difficult to see what has been
gained either in accuracy or in convenience by arranging the
various medicinal agents discussed in an order which is ad-
mittedly based neither on a chemical nor a physiological
foundation. The student of the present day is accustomed
to consider drugs under one or other of these methods of-
arrangement, so that it is perhaps hardly advisable to dis-
card them unless it can be shown that by so doing some very'
material advantage is gained. The modified alphabetical
arrangement adopted by Dr. Phillips can scarcely be said to
have any features likely to recommend it for adoption by
others, and is at the same time somewhat perplexing to the
older student or practitioner, for whom the work is evidently
chiefly intended.
As regards the material presented, while a good deal of

space is devoted to questions of pharmacy and materis
medica, it is the therapeutic observations which will be
found of the greatest value. These are largely the. outcome
of the author's personal experience, but when this has been
but slight the works of others-chiefly English and Americar
writers-have been freely consulted; the information givena
as to the clinical application of remedies will, therefore,
be found to be, for the most part, complete, and suffi-
cient for the needs of the busy practitiener, to whom the
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,conciseness of the author's remarks will be a distinct
-advantage.

Chemical information is remarkable chiefly by its absence,
and it is doubtful whether the pages devoted to such matters
might not have been more advantageously utilised otherwise.
Such information as is given on the pharmacy of the various
drugs is not of a nature to satisfy the demands of the student,
and is unnecessary to the physician already brought face to
face with the problems of actual treatment. Some of the
statements are a trifle misleading; for instance, boroglyceride
is described as a compound of " glyceryl" with boric acid,
while the equation given immediately afterwards illustrates
(the interaction of boric acid and glycerine, which is probably
not quite so simple as is there stated.
The most valuable section of the volume is that devoted to

the consideration of the composition and therapeutical indi-
cations of the "mineral waters." Brief notes, sufficient in
most instances, are given on this subject, and as great pains
,seem to have been taken to include not only the well-known
spas, but also many which have not already been prominently
,brought to the notice of the profession, this portion of the
volume will be found particularly useful to those who have
neither the time nor the opportunities for consulting works
-specially devoted to hydrotherapeutics.
The author promises a revised version of his book on the

,Organic kateria Medica at an early date.

-IJEITFADEN DBR GERICOTLICHEN MBDICIN. [Guide to Legal
Medicine.] By Dr. K. J. SEYDEL, Professor an derUJni-
versitat und der gerichtlicher Physicus in Kftnigsberg.
Berlin: S. Karger. London: Williams and Norgate. 1895.
(Demy 8vo, pp. 290. M.7.)

'THIE is a well-written introductory manual for the study of a
-somewhat difficult subject. In the preface the author depre-
cates any claim for the book to be regarded as a complete
'treatise upon medical jurisprudence, but states that he has
endeavoured to focus attention upon several important sub-
jects as to which both students and medical practitioners are
but imperfectly informed. These subjects are suffocation,
'poisoning, causes of death in children, and post-mortem
examinations. The articles upon these matters are thorough
and well arranged. The author is evidently quite at home in
the post-mortem room, and his instructions for the routine
-examination of the dead body. and the interpretation to be
placed upon facts observed is perhaps the best chapter in the
book. The difficulties in connection with the questions of
alleged rape, still and live birth, how long a child has lived
after birth, and causes of death in infants are well discussed.
'The chapter on deaths from poisoning and the symptoms met
vwith during life is also well written; it is a little too short,
and could have been improved by more details as to the
chemical examination of the fluids found in the body after
death. The book, being written for Germans, naturally deals
'with the legislative code of Germany and the relations of
rthe medical man to the law of the State. This part of the
Vbook is difficult to criticise, but it appears to be well arranged.
It is interesting to read that by the Imperial law anyone
who inoculates or vaccinates carelessly is liable to a fine of
±500 marks or three months' imprisonment, and that anyone
-who illegally performs those operations is liable to a fine of
150 marks or fourteen days' imprisonment. Other fines and
penalties resulting from malpractice are quoted from the
code of laws controlling the whole practice of medicine in
'Germany. Some portions of the book may be of use to
English readers, but on the whole it appears to be in no way
-auperior to several well-known manuals on the same subject
in our own language.

MANUAL TRAINING MADE SERVICEABLE TO THE SCHOOL. By
Dr. WOLDEMAR GOETZE, Director of the Leipzig School for
Teachers. Translated by W. G. FIELD, M.A., lately Assist-
ant Master in Lancing College. London: 0. Newmann
and Co. (Cr. 8vo, pp. 157. 3s.)

'THIs book consists of a graduated course of lessons in the
,construction of apparatus, and is a practical attempt to uti-
uise manual training in the general interest of school work.

We learn from the two introductory chapters that the author
advocates manual training because he believes it promotes
the educational work of the school, and helps to train the
pupils in neatness, order, and accuracy, as well as in industry.
The school workshop, by intensifying the influence of writ-
ing and drawing, exercises the hand, eye, and sense of form,
and deserves well of the school by cultivating a habit of close
observation. The author also believes that manual training
supplements school instruction by adding real experience to
theoretia knowledge, and in so doing assists the development
of practical intelligence; it also presents the ideas treated in
the school in the form of immediate perceptions, and helps
the learner to make for himself the appliances necessary for
these perceptions and for experimental purposes. Manual
training is not intended to qualify the trained for industrial
pursuits, but to form a part of the essential education of the
pupil. Exercises in cardboard work, bench work, metal work,
and working in glass are fully described, and copious illustra-
tions of the appliances used in various subjects are given.
The book seems entirely to fulfil the purpose for which it was
written, and the translator, we may add, has done his work
well.

A SYsrEim OF LEGAL MEDICINE. By A. M. HAMILTON, M.D.,
and L. GODEIIN, in two volumes. New York: E. B. Treat.
1895. Vol. i. (Roy. 8vo, pp. 657. 5.50dols.)

THiIS is the first instalment of what promises to be a useful
and standard work of reference. A large number of accom-
plished writers have assisted in its production, many of them
men who have made their mark in the special subject of
which they treat. Naturally, the articles vary a good deal in
style; some are written solely from the practical standpoint,
the author quoting only the cases which have occurred within
his own experience; others rely mainly on the classical cases
mentioned in all the leading textbooks; while others, again,
have given a careful and accurate summary of all the facts re-
lating to their particular subject, but have avoided any refer-
ence to actual cases. It appears to us that the writers of the
first class have given what will actually prove to be the most
valuable contributions for those who will need to use this
book as a work of reference. The chief subjects included in
this volume are Death, Wounds, Poisons, and Life
Insurance.
We shall content ourselves in this notice with a brief

reference to a few of the most striking of the many new and
interesting cases here recorded, and first we note that four of
the so-called Whitechapel murders are given in some detail.
At page 89 we find mention of the case of a newborn infant
who was left in a basket in the street in January, and
remained there for twenty-four hours, and being then found
by a policeman, and supposed to be dead, was taken to an
undertaker's, where after a stay of some hours it was found
by the doctor to be still alive, and under appropriate treat-
ment it rallied well, and lived for some time. In the section
on wounds there are several cases of the utmost importance,
and especially two of bullet wounds of the thorax, where the
bullet lodged in the sacrum or low down in the back, and
where this very unusual course entirely bore out the state-
ment of the prisoner in each instance as to the circumstances
under which he had fired the fatal shot. It is worthy of note,
too, that in one of these cases the man had run a quarter of a
mile after the bullet had passed through his right auricle.
But the most remarkable case, and one which our readers
must exercise their own discretion about accepting literally,
is the following: " During the war of the Rebellion, a general
officer of the Federal forces, riding in a fog up to a picket,
discovered it to be the enemy. He wheeled his horse, and
leaning down on him as far as possible, drove in the spurs.
The picket fired a volley. The general's horse carried him
into our lines, but the general was dead. A bullet had
entered the anus, leaving no mark of its entrance, and ended
its course in the thorax."
In the section on the poisons we note a fatal case of iodine

poisoning in a boy, aged 11, who died about four days after
his mother had painted both his legs with a solution of
iodine, strength not mentioned, but strong enough to blister
them. In the very excellent account of arsenic poisoning we
find the case of Mrs. Sherman, who was accidentally detected

I -
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on the death of her fourth husband, having also made away
with some half-dozen or more children or step-children. But
the case of a clergyman is even more remarkable, as he was
able to continue to carry on his trade with impunity. On the
death of the sixth wife of the reverend gentleman sus-
picions were aroused, and whilst the bereaved gentleman was
preaching to large and appreciative audiences at a fashion-
able church in Iew York, inquiries were being made about
him, which showed that his modus operandi was somewhat as
follows: He would marry an elderly spinster with money,
and then settle down in some country parish; in a short time
he would spread rumours of his poor wife's indifferent health,
and then she would fall ill, and, after vicissitudes of good
and poor health, would die, having made her will in his
favour; he would then insist on a necropsy, and immediately
afterwards used to have the body embalmed by the local
undertaker. Under these circumstances the local authorities
felt that it would be useless to institute a prosecution, but
the reverend gentleman getting wind of their investigations,
left his fashionable congregation to shift for themselves, and
retired to a distant part with bride number seven.
Ptomaines and other putrefactive products are dealt with

in a separate chapter, and the section on life insurance is full
of interesting cases, for the aubject seems to have been a fer-
tile source of litigation, and to have afforded ample scope for
the ingenuity of that not small class of people who are always
on the look out for a chance to live by their wits rather than
by honest means. If the second volume maintains the high
standard established in the first, this work will certainly be
entitled to take a permanent place amongst the recognised
works on the subject.

NOTES ON BOOKS.
The Elemenfs of Health. By Louis C. PARKEs, M.D., Medi-

cal Officer of Health for Chelsea, and Lecturer on Public
Health at St. George's Hospital. (London: J. and A.
Churchill. 1895. Cr. 8vo, pp. 241. 3s. 6d.)-With so many
books on hygiene, elementary and advanced, already in the
market, the appearance of a fresh book on the subject natur-
ally prompts a reference to the preface to see with what
special design the new work is issued. In the little book
before us "the author's main idea has been to give some
simple yet practical information and instruction on the pre-
servation of individual or personal health in the ordinary
routine of domestic life." This idea has been well carried
out. One of the claims to originality rests with the
illustrations, which are by Mr. Henry Parkes, and are a wel-
come change from the diagrams usually met with in books of
this kind. The subject matter is tersely written, clearly ex-
plained, and up to date. The book is essentially an intro-
duction to an elementary knowledge of hygiene, matters re-
lating to questions of public health, over which the indi-
vidual citizen has little or no control, having for the most
part been avoided. As an elementary manual the book meets
a want; as a textbook it is doubtful whether it would be
enough for any but the most elementary examination.

TAe Causes and Treatment of Lateral Curvature of the
Sp ne. By RICHARD BARWELL, F.R.C.S., Consulting Surgeon
to Charing Cross Hospital. Fifth edition, carefully revised.
(London: Macmillan and Co. 1895. Crown 8vo, pp. 232,
55 illustrations. 6s.)-This is a revised edition of a book
which was first published in 1868 and rewritten nearly six
years ago. In its present form it is intended chiefly to bring
under the notice of the profession the advantages of an in-
strument devised by the author for giving rapid and concise
measures of spinal deviations. and also to show the results of
a ppecial treatment described as rachilysis. Mr. Barwell,
recognising the fact that the reading of a book on this sub-
ject is likely to be regarded rather as a duty than a pleasure,
has sought by relegating dry and technical details to the
appendix to render this an evenly flowing and interesting
history. We doubt whether, in spite of all his experience
and the zeal shown in the study of this subject, he has
fully succeeded in doing this. We congratulate the author
on the good results of his treatment and the success that has

attended the publication of his book. Most patients, how-
ever, supposed to be suffering from this affection fall sooner
or later into the hands of specialists, each of whom has his
own pet and fixed method of treatment. The book in its
latest form has been much improved both by the author's
revision and by the excellence of many of the new illustra-
tions.

REPORTS AND ANALYSES
AND

DESCRIPTIONS OF NEW INVENTIONS
IN MEDICINE, SUBGEBY, DIETETICS, AND TR

ALLIED SCBENCES.

A VAPORISER.
WE have received a specimen of the Arema vaporiser, manu-
factured by the Arema Manufacturing Company, of 27, High

Holborn, London, W.C. It consists of a small
oil vessel with a floating wick which suppliea
the heat; above this may be suspended at

,-(,Z various heights a small pan into which hot
water is poured, while the antiseptic or
odorant to be used is poured into the upper
cup which fits loosely over the water pan.
This [upper holder is notched, as shown in
the illustration, to allow the water to be in-
troduced into the water pan. By adjust-
ing the pan in one of the notches, the rate
of evaporation can be regulated. The con-
struction of the apparatus is simple and
ingenious, and it appears to be well calcu-

lated to answer the desired purpose. A full description of
the vaporiser, together with the principles of its construc-
tion and use, will be found in Dr. W. H. Spencer's little book
on Inhalation, published by the Scientific Press.

A SKIN-GRAFTING KNIFE.
MR. FRBDERICK C. WALLIS, F.R.C.S., Assistant Surgeon to
Charing Cross Hospital, sends us the accompanying drawing
of a skin-grafting knife, which has been made for him by
Messrs. Weiss and Sons. The blade is 8 inches long and
2 inches wide, and the handle is 5 inches long. He has had
the knife in use for some time, and claims for it the advan-

tages that no force is necessary to cut the graft, as the weight
of the knife carries it easily through; that a large graft can
be made, as the blade is a long one; that the width of the
blade allows the graft to be kept quite flat with the right side
up, and that, being flat, either the edge or the back of the
knife can be brought to any part of the wound, and the graft
pulled into position directly without any fear of its rolling up
or turning over.

THE TONSIL GUILLOTINE.
MR. J. H. MONTAGUB (New Bond Street, W.) writes: In the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOuRNAL of July 6th you notice a "presumed" improved
tonsil guillotine, and in justice to the majority of well-known surgical
instrument makers I respectfully submit that it is quite contrary to the
correct pattern of Mackenzie's tonsil guillotine to make them with the
defect complained of ; and, personally, I can confidently say I never
have made any except with the blades fully guarded when open. I
invite an inspection of my large stock of these instruments, not one of
which will be found with the defect complained of.

AT the conclusion of his speech before the prorogation of
Parliament on Saturday, July 6th, Lord Salisbury spoke as
follows: " There is much tobe done in revising the operation
of the Poor Law, which no longer corresponds to the state of
things which now exists, and which does not recognise the
vast changes that have occurred since it was enacted some
sixty years ago."


